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INTERVIEW OF 
FROM OCTOBER 26, 2020 

INVESTIGATOR RYAN GWALTNEY 

Transcription Completed by: I n fraWare 



1 GWALTNEY: This is Investigator Ryan Gwaltney, last name spelled 

2 G-W-A-L-T-N-E-Y. Today I' l l be interviewing -

3 - · - could you please state and spell your 

4 name for me, p l ease? 

5 MS.-: last name - . 

6 GWALTNEY: Today 's date is 10/26/2020, and the current time is 

7 1 :40 p.m . _ , where do you currently live? 

8 MS . - , Riverside , Rhode I sland 02915 . 

9 GWALTNEY: And what is your phone number? 

10 MS. -

11 GWALTNEY: And your date of birt h? 

12 MS. - : 

13 GWALTNEY: _ , I want to call your at t ention to October 18th, 

14 20 20, uh , which is a Sunday, uh, around dinnertime. 

15 Uh , on this date or at around dinnertime , did you 

16 happen to be at or a round Elmwood Ave . and Bi ssell 

17 

18 

Street in the City of Providence when a moped crashed 

and the operator was injured? 

1 9 MS . - Yes , I was . 

20 GWALTNEY : Can you describe what you witnessed? 

21 MS. - Okay. So as we were driving up the street , we 

22 

23 

24 

25 

witnessed a whole bunch of motorbikes drive past us. 

Then we seen a break in the motorbikes and then we 

seen Jhamal pass by on the moped and then we seen cops 

behind him . 
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........... . ... ·• . . 

1 GWALTNEY : And did anything happen aft er tha t? 

2 MS . - Yes. The cop that was i n t he there was a cop t hat 

3 was in the side street in f ront of us , which was 

4 Bissell St reet , and when t h e moped was going straight 

5 forwa rd, he c ame out of t he side street to basical ly 

6 cut the moped off, and once he cut the moped off , t he 

7 moped veered to the r i ght , and he basical l y went onto 

8 ... on the , um, the ramp that ' s right t here at the 

9 corner to go onto the sidewalk, and when he did t hat, 

10 the cop that was behind him that was going very fas t 

1 1 went a nd hit the back of the bike and which made him 

12 go i nto the air and hit the bri ck wall . 

13 GWALTNEY : I ' m now gonna draw your attention to a picture , and 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

I 've noted this picture a s Number 1 . Prior ... just 

prior to this INTERE- , interview, did you f ill out , 

um, this picture , which is actual l y a Google picture 

of Elmwood Ave. and Bissell Street , and did you 

diagram what you saw on t hi s pict ure? 

19 MS . - Yes . 

20 GWALTNEY: Andi- , and is this your , your writing and your 

21 diagram? 

22 MS. - Yes . 

23 GWALTNEY : And your signature with the date of t oday? I s that 

24 yours? 

25 MS . - Yes . 
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1 GWALTNEY: So if I refer to Picture Number 1 , um, I will be 

2 referring to a Googl e picture t hat you've a l ready 

3 diagramed, and that's of El mwood Ave. and Bi ssell 

4 Street . 

5 MS.-: MMM . 

6 GWALTNEY: So I ' m now gonna refer to that p icture. Um, when you 

7 

8 

said that you, you wer e driving up a , up a r oad, uh, 

would that be El mwood Avenue? 

9 MS . - Yes; Elmwood towards Park Ave . 

10 GWALTNEY: Okay . Do you remember about what time t his was? 

11 MS . -: About 5 : 30 - ish, I beli eve. 

12 GWALTNEY : You said that you, you were driving up the road . Did, 

13 did you park at any poi nt in time? 

14 MS . - Yes, I parked at a bus i ness that 's right before 

15 Bissell Street. 

16 GWALTNEY: And did you a l so indicate in the picture t hat you drew 

17 where you were parked? 

1 8 MS. -: Yes. 

19 GWALTNEY : A- , would it be fair to r eflect that you've drawn, uh, 

20 a picture o f where your car i s and it is one buil d ing 

21 up from 1239 Elmwood Ave .? 

22 MS. - : Yes. 

23 GWALTNEY : Which is right bes i de Bissell Street, is t hat ... 

24 MS . - : Yes. 

25 GWALTNEY: ... cor rect? 
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1 MS. •= Correct. 

2 GWALTNEY: When you said , uh , motorbikes, uh, can you describe 

3 what you mean by motorbikes? 

4 MS . - = Um, uh, motorcycles, ATVs, d-, mopeds, Harleys, like, 

5 a who l e bunch of diff erent motor vehi cles . 

6 GWALTNEY : A- , a - , and about how many would you say that you saw? 

7 MS . -= A lot. Probably about a good 70 . There were a lot , a 

8 lot. 

9 GWALTNEY : Uh , uh, how, how many mopeds would you say you saw? 

10 MS. - I only seen one moped . 

11 GWALTNEY: And would that be t h e moped , uh , that ... 

12 MS. - That was hit . 

13 GWALTNEY : Okay . Did you see any police vehicl es? 

14 MS . - Yes . 

1 5 GWALTNEY : And about how many police vehi cles? 

1 6 MS . - Probabl y a bout five or six. 

1 7 GWALTNEY : Di d any of them have t heir emergency lights act ivated? 

18 MS . - : No . 

19 GWALTNEY : What city were the police vehicles from? 

20 MS. - Pr ovidence . 

2 1 GWALTNEY: About how f ast woul d you say the moped was going when 

22 it was trave ling on El mwood Ave ., um, p r ior to the 

23 police vehicl e t hat was pulling ou t on Bissell? 

24 MS . - : Was very s l ow . I would say a r oun d 20 miles per hour . 

25 GWALTNEY: Wha t l ane on Elmwood Ave. wou l d you say the, the 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

MS.-

GWALTNEY : 

MS.-: 

.. . . ' •••• •••• • •• •• •• -•••• •• •••• ,N_ 

motorcycle was travel i ng i n 

The outer l ane . 

Let ' s ... woul d it be 

So the l ane closest to the 

prior to swerving? 

yellow line . 

5 GWALTNEY : Okay . So the lane closest to the center l ine . 

6 MS. - : Yes . 

7 GWALTNEY: And that 's what you've described in your p i c t ure , 

8 correct? 

9 MS . - : Yes. Cor rect. 

10 GWALTNEY : So if we ' re loo king at the picture and there are two 

11 l anes traveling t owards Park Ave ., correct? 

12 MS . - : Yeah . 

13 GWALTNEY : Uh , and then there a re two l anes t r avel ing away from 

14 Par k Ave . , correct? 

15 MS . - : Yes . 

16 GWALTNEY: The l ane to the l eft that ' s traveling towards Park 

17 Ave . i s the lane that you ' ve indicated t hat t he moped 

18 was on pri or to swerving, correct? 

19 MS. Yes. Correct . 

20 GWALTNEY : Did you witness t he pol ice vehic le that pull ed out of 

21 Bissell Street? 

22 MS . - Yes, I did . 

23 GWALTNEY: And did that , t ha t pol i ce vehicl e cross , uh , El mwood 

24 Ave ., t he l anes of t ravel that t he moped was in? 

25 MS. - Yes . 
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...... .. .... .. . · - · ··- •• ·• -·: 

1 GWALTNEY: When the v- , when t he pol ice vehicle was crossing 

2 El mwood Ave. , what did it do? 

3 MS. - : I t stopped right there on the st r eet . 

4 GWALTNEY : When you say stopped, did i t s t op i n the l ane o f 

5 t r ave l that the moped was , was travel ing in? 

6 MS. - Yes. 

7 GWALTNEY : And did you have any opinion of this? 

8 MS. - Yes . I t was odd to me that you see a moped coming 

9 towards you and you pul l out in fron t of i t and just 

10 stop . What were your int entions? 

11 GWALTNEY: How close would you say the moped was to the police 

12 vehicl e that pul l ed out in front of it? 

1 3 MS . Um, no t very far away . I mean, if he didn ' t t ake the 

14 right turn t hat he did take , he definitely wou ld ' ve 

15 hit the police car . 

16 GWALTNEY : Okay. What di d t he police vehicle do a ft e r t he moped 

17 swerved to avoid hitt i ng i t? 

18 MS. -= The police cruiser t hat was s topped ? 

19 GWALT NEY : Yes . 

20 MS .-= He di d a U-t urn and came right into Bisse l l Street 

2 1 next to t he pol ice cruiser t hat was f ollowing behind 

22 t he moped . 

23 GWALTNEY : And the one t hat was fol l owing behind the moped, um, 

24 i s , is that t he one that was i nvolved i n the c rash? 

25 MS . - Yes . 
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1 GWALTNEY: You've indicated and I · just want to confirm. If the 

2 moped had continued straight when the police vehic l e 

3 pul led out of Bissel l Street, do you beli eve it 

4 would ' ve struck the , the side of the police car? 

5 MS . -: Absolutely . 

6 GWALTNEY: So the moped, rather than r un into the police car , uh, 

7 you've indicated t hat it veered to the right? 

8 MS . Yes. 

9 GWALTNEY: And then it entered the sidewal k? 

1 0 MS . -: Yes . 

11 GWALTNEY : Uh ... 

12 MS. - : It 's actually a ramp , so it 's not ... like, he doesn ' t 

13 have to go up it to get on top of i t. 

14 GWALTNEY : So i t.' d be similar to a ramp that if you were crossi ng 

15 the street in a wheelchair ... 

1 6 MS . - Yes. Correct . 

17 GWALTNEY: ... t hat , that you could just, uh ... 

1 8 MS . - JUST RIGHT UP. 

19 GWALTNEY: It wou l d be that type of ramp? 

20 MS. - : Yes . 

21 GWALTNEY : Uh, so, uh, you stat ed t hat the , the moped went up 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that 

MS.- Yes . 

GWALTNEY: So i t 

MS . - No. 
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. .. ....... . . ·.,,.., - . ·: . ~ .. ........ • ·•• ·• •· ••···· . . ' 

1 GWALTNEY: And when the moped swerved to avoid hitting the police 

2 car t hat crossed in front of i t , did i t accelerate or 

3 slow down as i t approached the s i dewal k? 

4 MS . - It was slowed down . 

5 GWALTNEY : I n your opinion , do you believe t hat the moped was 

6 kind of forced in that direction ... 

7 MS . - Yes . 

8 GWALTNEY : ... uh, because, uh, i t was veering off? 

9 MS. - Yeah . I mean , if he woul d've went straight, he 

10 would' ve crashed and I t hink that he was trying to 

11 avoid crashing. 

12 GWALTNEY: As the moped approached the sidewal k, you stat ed 

13 there's a nother pol i- , police vehicle that was behind 

14 it? 

15 MS. Yes . 

16 GWALTNEY : Can you describe what t hat pol i ce vehicle d i d? 

17 MS . - He just kept goi ng right ont o t he s idewalk . 

18 GWALTNEY : Did you see the police vehicle s t rike the moped? 

19 MS . - No. 

20 GWALTNEY: Wha t d i d you see? 

21 MS. -= So we seen ... I seen the police vehicl e fo llowing right 

22 behind , a nd then he came, like, c l ose t o him and t he n 

23 I t urned the other way, and by the time I turned back 

24 around , t he person who was riding the moped was in the 

25 ai r and hit the brick wal l . 
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1 GWALTNEY : Did you hear anything before that? 

2 MS . - : Yes , a big l oud bang, l i ke, crash . 

3 GWALTNEY: Did you attribute that to anything at the time? 

4 MS . • = Yes , that the cop car had probably hit the moped 

5 because t hose were the only t wo cars that wer e close 

6 enough to even, you know, like, hit each other . 

7 GWALTNEY : Was there anything e lse that could' ve been struck? 

8 MS . - : No, not making that noi se. No. 

9 GWALTNEY: Was there any type of sign located around there? 

10 MS. -= Yes, there was a stop sign at Bissell Street and 

11 Elmwood Ave . 

12 GWALTNEY : Was there any i ndi cation that that sign had been hit? 

13 MS. - Yes . 

14 GWALTNEY : Can you describe that? 

15 MS . - : The s i gn was FALLEN down . I t actual ly fel l r i ght on 

16 t op of the person tha t was r iding t he moped . 

1 7 GWALTNEY : And who have you indicated that t hat, t hat person is? 

18 MS . - J hamal. 

19 GWALTNEY: Uh, but did you know that person ' s name at the time? 

20 MS. - No. 

21 GWALTNEY : Since then you've come to know the person's name? 

22 MS . - : Yes . 

23 GWALTNEY : W-, uh , through news a nd the media? 

24 MS . - Yeah, social media basicall y . 

2 5 GWALTNEY: When the police vehicle was behind the moped, was it 
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1 

2 

always behind the moped or was i t trying to catch up 

t o the moped? 

3 MS . - Tryi ng to catch up to the moped. 

4 GWALTNEY: How fast would you say the police vehicl e was goi ng 

5 that was t r yi ng to cat ch up to the moped? 

6 MS . - I wou l d say probably abou t 30 to 35 miles per hour 

7 because the moped was going really slow, so he was 

8 going fas t enough so that he could , I don 't know, do 

9 whatever . 

10 GWALTNEY : I n your opinion, do you think that the police vehicle 

11 was t r ying to catch up to the moped? 

12 MS . - : Yes. 

13 GWALTNEY: Did yo u , uh, d id you at a n y time hear a nybody brake? 

14 MS. Right before the crash happened, I heard a screech . 

15 GWALTNEY : Did you attribute t hat to e i ther vehicle? 

16 MS . - Yes. 

17 GWALTNEY: Or either a vehi c l e or a moped? 

18 MS.-: Yes. 

19 GWALTNEY: What ... ? 

20 MS. - I wou l d say p-, 'cause a moped doesn' t make that loud 

of a noise, so definitely the car . I ' ve heard cars 
1, 

21 

22 screech before. I 
! 

23 GWALTNEY: The vehicle t hat was corni ng out of Bissell St reet that 

24 c r ossed, uh , o nto El mwood, did it have i ts emer gency 

25 lights on? 
I 

I 
!-
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1 MS . - No. 

2 GWALTNEY: How a bout the vehi cle that was behind t he moped ? 

3 MS. - No. 

4 GWALTNEY: Can you describe the moped operator? 

5 MS . - As in , l i ke ... ? 

6 GWALTNEY: What'd he look like? 

7 MS. - He was a light s kinned ... he was p robabl y, like , a 

8 shade lighter than me . Um, and he was not h e a vyset , 

9 but he wasn ' t real l y, really ski nny either , and he , 

10 li ke , ha d on a helmet and ... 

11 GWALTNEY : Did you know him? 

12 MS . - : No. 

13 GWALTNEY : About how old woul d you say h e was? 

14 MS. - = He loo ked pretty young . He looked like h e was in his , 

15 like , low 20s, like, 20 , 21 . 

16 GWALTNEY: So what happened a fter the moped crashed THEN? 

17 MS.-: Um, we got out of the car . We ran over and we're , 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

l ike, yelling , "Oh , my God . Th e cop ca r just hi t the 

mope d ." And as soon as we got out , the cop s t arted 

scre aming a t u s , " Get on the SIDEWALK . Like , get away 

from here . Get away f rom here ." And we 're like, " Are 

you guys gonna call 9-1- 1? Li ke, h e ' s clearly 

i nj ured." And we started screaming at the cops 

because the first thing tha t the cop d id when he got 

out of t he car is h e went and he took t he boy's arm 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

and he drags him away from the moped , and then ther e 

was a lady cop with g l asses and t here was another male 

cop , and both of t h em are taking t he b ike and moving 

the bike . And we' r e kind of like, "Why are you moving 

the bike?" Like , we all kind o f star ted scr eami ng 

because we all are in the medical fie l d , so we know 

tha t they ' re not supposed t o be moving him . So we' r e 

te l l ing t hem, "Why are you movi ng him? Why are you 

moving him? " And they ' re l ike , "Mind your business. 

Get on the curb . Don ' t worr y abou t it . " And then 

t hey start saying that DO- , when we start saying, "Oh , 

t he cop hit him," t h ey' re saying back to us , "No , the 

cop d i d n ' t hit him . He didn ' t hit him." And we ' re 

1 4 l ike , you know, li ke , " We just seen it happen ." 

15 GWALTNEY : I- , uh, can you describe t h e condit ion of t he moped 

16 operator? 

17 MS. - : He was compl etely unconsci o u s . Even when , when they 

18 

19 

20 

grabbed his arm, you could see his head f al l to the 

side and you c ould see that he wasn ' t in control of 

his head whatsoever . 

2 1 GWALTN EY: Did something e l se happen, uh, a fter , a fter that ? Did 

22 

23 MS . 

24 

25 

somebody attempt to interview you? 

Yeah . Well, the cops d i d. They j ust came and t h ey 

asked us i f we were there when it happened, what we 

seen, and then we explained to them what we seen . 
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1 GWALTNEY : YUP. 

2 MS. 

3 

And then they kind of were, l ike , not, um, r e cept i ve 

t o what we said, and t hey a rgued back with us that, 

"Oh , did you have it on camera, that, that actual 

crash?" And we're explai ning to them, "Well , you 

already seen the v ideo . You know that the act ua l 

impact isn't on t he v i deo , but w-, yeah . Li ke , you 

know , we seen al l the events leading up t o it and 

r ight after it happened . " And t hey' re yelling at us, 

"Okay . Well , if you can't see the actual Providence 

Police of f i ce r hit the moped, then what good i s it 

basica l ly?" And we're like , "Wel l , it's better than 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

1 2 

13 nothing." 

14 GWALTNEY: Prior to the moped passing you, i t , i t passed you , 

15 correct 

16 MS. - : Yes. 

17 GWALTNEY: ... uh , when you were parked on El mwood Ave.? 

1 8 MS. - : Yeah . 

19 GWALTNEY : Did you see anything that happened bef ore i t passed 

2 0 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 

2 5 

you? 

MS. - No. I just seen them just f o l low i ng him . 

GWALTNEY: And were ther e other mo- , motor cycl es f ollowi ng , uh ... 

wel l , l et , l e t me ask you thi s . Was the l arge group 

o f mot orcycles ahead of the moped or behind i t? 

MS. - Way ahead of h i m. 
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1 GWALTNEY : Okay . 

2 MS . - Like, he was rea l ly in the back like a straggler . 

3 GWALTNEY: So would you say he was the l as t ... 

4 MS . - : Absolutel y . 

5 GWALTNEY: ... uh , uh , motorbike? 

6 MS. - I didn ' t see any mopeds a f ter him or an y type of 

7 motorbike at all. 

8 GWALTNEY: And were there other police offi c- , pol ice vehicles 

9 that were followi ng the larger group of, uh ... 

10 MS. - : I thi nk ther e was ... 

11 GWALTNEY: uh, uh, motorbikes? 

12 MS. - ... t wo, but nei- , none of them had their lights on , so 

1 3 it was l i ke they were just fo llowing them. They 

14 weren' t trying to , li ke , pursue them or anything . 

1 5 GWALTNEY : And the moped seemed , uh, a little bit a-, uh , beh ind 

16 it, correct? 

1 7 MS . - Yes , definitely . 

18 GWALTNEY: Uh , but coul d you still see t he l arger group f rom 

19 where the moped was? So kind of close? 

20 MS. - Some of it. You could see , like , t he end of the 

21 l arger group 'cause t hen it ' s an i ntersection, so I ' m 

22 not ... I don't know if they went stra i ght or ... 

23 GWALTNEY : - is t here anything e l se that , uh , you fee l is 

2 4 i mportant , uh, that happened on that day that you 

25 haven ' t mentioned? 
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1 MS. - : No . 

2 GWALTNEY: - is i t correct that you volunteered this 

3 statement knowing that this statement is being 

4 recorded and documented? 

5 MS. -: Yes. 

6 GWALTNEY: I s i t a l so true t ha t you've not been threatened nor 

7 promised anything in return for this statement? 

8 MS. -: Yes. 

9 [Br eak in audio . ] 

10 MS . - WE ... 

11 GWALTNEY : Let the recording reflect that I paused it , uh , 

12 because I wanted to seek, uh , positive ident i f ication 

13 from- as I had not done it as of yet . But I 

14 wanted to conclude the inter view, uh, wit h 

15 positive identification, which I now have , which i s a 

16 Rhode Island dr i ver ' s license . Uh, - uh, did 

17 you sign a form, uh, documenting , urn, documenting this 

18 prior to the interview, that , that you've agreed to , 

19 to give 

20 MS. - Yes . 

21 GWALTNEY: ... a , an audi o statement voluntarily? 

22 MS . - Yes. 

23 GWALTNEY: And was the statement that you just gave true to the 

24 best of your knowledge? 

25 MS . - Yes . 
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1 GWALTNEY : And have you a l so showed me identif icat i on verifying 

2 who you are? 

3 MS . - Yes. 

4 GWALTNEY: _ , tha nk you very much f o r ta king time out of 

5 your day to spea k with me . I wi ll now conclude the 

6 s t atement . 

7 [ ENDAUD I O . ] 
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